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Literacy Champion Grants 2012-13 Instructions

The Literacy Coalition of Onondaga County, with support from the Central New York Community Foundation, issues this RFP for family literacy projects that further leverage the impact of Imagination Library and help us conduct on-going research that will improve our work. 

What should a grant request contain?
A grant request should include the following materials:
· Literacy Coalition of Onondaga County Grant Application 
· Download in Microsoft Word format
· Download in PDF format
· Single-page proposal that includes:
· The organization’s history, mission, and contact information 
· The amount requested 
· The program or event to be funded
· Clearly identify the objectives, target population, how you will evaluate the success of this project and the timeline
· A sample event attendance sheet with children’s birthdates for data collection
· Last year’s grant recipients also include an interim report on your project to date
· Requests may also include supplemental information for consideration 

Who can seek a grant?
When seeking a grant, please consider the following:
· Requests should be clear and concise 
· Requests should align with the Literacy Coalition’s mission and Literacy Indicators (1) Increased number of incoming Kindergarteners prepared for school and (5) Increased number of children who read or are read to daily.
· Requests should align with the Imagination Library program in zip codes 13203 and 13208.
· Requests must come from an Internal Revenue Service recognized 501 (c) (3) nonprofit organization.

When will awards be made?
The deadline for grant application submission is December 2, 2011 at 4pm. The Literacy Coalition’s Managing Partners will review and make decisions on projects for funding.  Announcements are expected in February 2012.

What will be the average grant amount given by the Coalition?
Most awards will range from $5,000 to $10,000. Organizations may submit more than one proposal and are reminded to base their requested amount on the program's unique needs for funding. 

Where should application be submitted?  The original and 5 copies should be submitted to:

Literacy Coalition of Onondaga County
518 James Street, PO Box 2129
Syracuse, NY  13220
Are there any restrictions?
In general, the Literacy Coalition does not fund requests for:
· Grants to individuals 
· Grants for candidates for political office 
· Grants for building or construction projects 
· Grants for debt reduction or capital campaigns 

Is there any follow-up required?
The Literacy Coalition requests organizations receiving awards to submit a follow up report to the Coalition no later than January 31, 2013.  Reports should include general project outcomes and results as well as any supplemental materials such as event photographs, printed materials, newsletters, etc. Follow-up reports should be submitted to the Literacy Coalition at the above address.

If you have any questions, please contact us at 428-8129, info@onliteracy.org or www.onliteracy.org

